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PRICES   OF   FARM   CROPS. 


In  compiling  the  prices  of  farm  crops  from  our  returns,  we  endeavor  to  give 
the  prices  obtained  by  the  farmer  for  his  produce  at  his  home  market  in  De- 
cember, 1878.  Naturally  these  prices  are  somewhat  lower  than  those  obtained 
in  shipping  marts,  or  by  those  farmers  whose  proximity  to  railways  or  rivers 
renders  the  transit  to  market  less  costly;  but  in  those  States  where  the  local 
demand  is  greater  than  the  local  production  the  price  is  naturally  higher. 

CORN. 

The  price  of  corn  in  this  country  is  governed  entirely  by  the  quantity  pro- 
duced and  the  consumption,  the  quantity  exported  being  so  small  in  propor- 
tion to  the  enormous  amount  raised  that  it  exercises  no  influence  on  the  price. 
For  four  successive  years  have  we  been  blessed  with  increasing  and  remarkable 
crops,  and  in  somewhat  greater  ratio  the  prices  have  fallen.  The  immense 
crop  of  1877,  the  largest  then  ever  raised  in  the  country,,  having  been 
1,342,000,000  bushels,  was  valued. at  $480,643,000;  the  crop  of  1878  exceeded 
that,  but  the  overproduction  brought  the  price  much  lower,  and  the  crop, 
which  was  1,371,000,000  bushels,  is  only  valued  at  $436,800,000. 

The  lowest  State  averages  are  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  both  of  which  States 
increased  their  products  very  largely,  too  great  for  home  consumption  and  too 
remote  from  leading  markets;  the  price  has  fallen  to  about  one-half  it  was  in 
1876.  The  States  showing  the  highest  average  price  are  the  Gulf  States,  from 
Georgia  to  Texas,  where  the  consumption  fully  equals  the  crop,  and  where 
the  prices  are  little  less  than  those  of  last  year.  The  price  per  bushel,  returned 
December,  1878,  was  31.9;  in  1877,  35.8  cents. 

WHEAT. 

The  average  price  of  wheat  for  the  year  1876  was  $1.04  per  bushel;  for  the 
year  1877,  stimulated  by  war  in  Europe,  the  increased  crop  was  worth  $1.08; 
but  for  the  year  1878,  with  an  increase  of  upwards  of  50,000,000  bushels,  the 
price  had  fallen  to  78  cents  per  bushel  on  December  1,  1878. 

The  crop  of  1878,  which  amounts  to  422,000,000  bushels,  is  worth  only 
$329,000,000;  while  the  crop  of  1877,  which  was  365,000,000  bushels,  was 
worth  $394,000,000. 

In  the  case  of  wheat,  the  price  is  greatly  influenced  by  the  European  demand. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  it  was  found  that  we  exported  92,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat  (flour  included),  about  25  per  cent,  of  our  whole  crop. 

From  estimates  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Mark  Lane 
Express,  of  England,  it  is  estimated  that  the  supply  of  England  will  be  short 
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13,000,000  quarters,  equal  to  107,000,000  bushels,  leaving  that  amount  to 
import.  Last  year  the  amount  imported  was  15,000,000  quarters,  or  123,000,000 
bushels.  This  supply  was  mainly  drawn  from  the  United  States  and  will  be 
so  this  year.  From  estimates  in  France,  published  in  the  "  Bulletin  des  Hal- 
les,"  the  wheat  crop  of  1878  is  placed  at  82,500,000  hectolitres,  or  230,000,000 
bushels,  being  20,000,000  hectolitres,  or  56,000,000  bushels,  less  than  that  of 
1877,  which  was  a  poor  crop. 

The  amount  imported  into  France  in  1877-78  was  22,000,000;  the  amount 
needed  this  year  must  approximate  70,000,000  bushels.  The  same  bulletin, 
estimating  the  sources  of  supply  abroad,  says,  "  the  utmost  surplus  from  Russia 
for  export  will  be  50,000,000  bushels;  from  Hungary,  17,000,000;  and  the  only 
other  source  of  supply  of  any  importance  is  the  United  States." 

The  following  statement  of  prices  in  some  of  the  prominent  wheat-growing 
States  since  1874  will  fairly  illustrate  the  range  of  prices  in  those  years : 


States. 

1874. 

1875- 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

Ohio „     . 

§i  04 
1  oS 
94 
86 
83 
7° 
65 
83 
84 

]      60 

$109 
1  15 
97 
9i 
9i 
86 
71 
95 
87 
64 

$1  14 
i  16 
1  02 

93 
1  01 
90 
90 
8q 
86 
73 

$124 

1  22 

1  13 

1  04 

93 

9i 

87 

1  00 

82 

83 

$o  86 
8  = 

Michigan 

Indiana 

81 

Illinois 

67 

Minnesota 

5i 
50 
67 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

59 
49 

Nebraska ..- 

COTTON. 

In  giving  the  prices  of  the  cotton  crop,  we  are  guided  by  the  prices  received 
by  the  planter,  which  have  ruled  excessively  low  this  winter,  the  average  for 
the  whole  country  being  about  8j£  cents  per  pound.  The  great  value  of  this 
crop  is  founded  on  the  demand  for  export.  Prior  to  the  war,  in  1859  and  i860, 
the  amount  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  the  United  States  was  four-fifths 
of  their  whole  importation;  during  the  war  it  fell  off  to  less  than  2  per  cent. 
Starting  in  1866  at  37  per  cent.,  we  find  that  in  1878  we  had  regained  the 
position  we  held  prior  to  1861,  and  that  four-fifths  of  the  cotton  used  and 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  proportion  of  our  total  'crop  exported  to  foreign  ports  was  3,340,000 
bales,  out  of  a  crop  of  4,750,000  bales,  during  the  year  ending  September  1, 
1878. 

The  production  of  this  great  staple  seems  to  be  too  large,  and  the  result  is 
shown  in  the  glutted  markets  and  low  prices;  the  larger  crop  of  1878  being 
worth  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Basing  the  calculation  on  the  prices 
returned  by  the  producer,  we  find  the  value  of  the  crop  of  1878  to  be 
$194,700,000,  and  for  1877  $240,000,000;  while  the  number  of  bales  was 
4,750,000  in  1877  and  5,200,000  for  1878. 

TOBACCO. 

The  price  of  tobacco  is  reported  as  very  low  this  year,  being,  for  the  whole 
country,  an  average  of  5.6  cents  per  pound  on  December  1,  1878.  This  price 
is  mainly  the  result  of  an  overstock  of  poor  tobacco  last  year.     We  have  no 
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accurate  data  of  the  yield  per  acre  or  product  of  1877.  The  total  amount  ex- 
ported and  manufactured  was  a  little  above  463,000,000  pounds.  Allowing  6 
per  cent,  for  that  used  at  home  and  that  which  evaded  the  tax,  we  have  a  crop 
for  1877  of  about  490,000,000  pounds. 

The  acreage  for  1878  was  76  per  cent,  of  1877.  The  quality  of  tobacco 
produced  was  generally  better  and  heavier,  making  the  yield  per  acre  rather 
more  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  except  in  Kentucky,  where  it  fell  off 
slightly. 

We  estimate  the  total  crop  of  1878  at  393,000,000  pounds  (worth  $2 2^,000,000), 
against  490,000,000  pounds  last  year. 

POTATOES. 

The  price  of  this  article  of  prime  necessity  to  the  people  has  not  advanced 
yet  to  the  relative  proportion  that  price  bears  to  production.  From  returns 
made  in  December,  1878,  we  find  the  average  price  to  be  58.8  cents  per  bushel. 
With  a  crop  almost  identical  with  that  of  1876,  we  have  a  price  much  lower 
per  bushel,  and  a  total  value  of  $10,000,000  less  than  that  year.  With  a  crop 
some  46,000,000  bushels  less  than  last  year  the  total  value  does  not  equal  that 
of  the  excessive  yield  of  1877.  Subjoined  I  give  a  table  of  product,  price  per 
bushel,  and  total  value  for  the  last  four  years : 


Year. 


1S75 
1876 
1877 


Product. 


166,870,000 
124,800,000 
170,092,000 
124,027,000 


Price  per 
bushel. 


38.9 
65.5 
44.8 


Value, 


$65,019,000 
83,860,000 
76,249,000 
73,000,000 


Prices  of  crops  from  December  returns  of  1878. 


States. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts. . 
Rhode  Island  . . 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia. 

North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina  . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi ..... 
Louisiana  ..*... 
Texas 


$1  31 

1  48 

1  15 

1  50 


1  05 

1  35 


fo  87 
76 
70 
62 


58 

60 

84 

62 

53 

57 

66 

1  *3 

1  15 

1  50 

1  04 


$0  38 
36 

36 
40 

39 
29 
29 
27 
27 
28 
34 
43 
54 
55 
76 
54 
68 

59 
42 


ijo  71 
69 
'68 
75 
85 
70 
70 


fo  54 
55 
54 
60 


$0  73 
86 
75 
93 
00 
98 
81 
87 
70 
60 
64 
50 
59 
74 
92 
68 
78 
93 


$9  80 

8  80 

8  85 

to  II 

13  00 

18  00 

II 

11  45 

II 

7  4i 

10  77 

10 

8  06 

16  00 

05-5 

9  75 

05 

12  72 

06 

9  68 

10 

13  « 

16  90 

15  91 

10  00 
9  75 


go  08.5 
08.7 
08.2 
08.2 
08.2 
08.3 
08.3 
08.2 
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Prices  of  crops  from  December  returns  of  1878 — Continued. 


States. 


Arkansas . 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota. . . 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 


£ o  48 
41 
42 
40 
33 
33 
27 


>o  95 
84 


80  82 
61 
53 
53 
5i 


$0  45 
33 

26 
28 


72  I 


27 
20 
18 
20 
23 
13 
18  , 

17  ! 
17  I 
69 
5o 


£0  62 
75 
87 
72 
64 
89 
53 


$0  73 


§0  65 
39 
44 
46 
53 


06 
06.= 


°3-5 

04 


$12  96 
10 10 

6  81 
8  95 
6  52 
8  49 
6  06 

5  14 

6  57 
4  73 
3  60 
6  43 
3  27 
3  29 

12  61 
12  00 


$0  08.2 
08. 1 


NUMBERS  AND  PRICES  OF  FARM  STOCK. 


HORSES. 

Horses  increased  about  3  per  cent.,  only  two  States.  Massachusetts  and 
Tennessee,  falling  below  100.  The  Atlantic  coast  States,  from  Maryland  north- 
ward, about  hold  their  own.  The  Southern  States  report  a  small  increase,  as 
also  do  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River.  West  of  the  Mississippi  and  on 
the  Pacific  coast  the  increase  is  very  decided,  especially  in  the  newer  States 
and  Territories.  Prices  have  continued  to  decline.  During  the  last  five  years 
the  average  price  of  horses  over  three  years  old  has  fallen  off  about  36  per 
cent,  in  the  New  England  States;  35  per  cent,  in  the  Middle  States;  30  per 
cent,  in  the  South  Atlantic  States;  the  Gulf  States  about  38  per  cent.;  Southern 
inland  States  36  per  cent.;  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  21  per  cent.; 
the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  20  per  cent.;  the  Pacific  coast  States,  10  per 
cent.  (See  Table  A.)  The  rapid  movement  of  population  westward,  and  the 
consequent  settlement  of  the  vacant  areas  of  the  Western  States  and  Territories 
accounts  for  the  smaller  decline  of  values  in  this  region.  A  home  market  for 
horses  has  thus  been  created.  Taking  the  whole  country  together,  the  decline 
has  averaged  about  25  per  cent.  The  following  extracts  from  our  correspond- 
ence will  show  the  local  aspects  of  this  branch  of  production: 

Maine. — Cumberland :  Fewer  colts  raised  than  usual,  and  not  as  many  horses  sold  to  go 
out  of  the  county;  with  prices  lower  than  last  year.  Yotk:  There  are  many  good  animals 
in  the  county,  but  the  average  is  reduced  by  broken-down  city  nags. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire:  The  number  reduced  on  account  of  dull  times;  going  back 
to  old  prices. 

New  York. —  Westchester:  Very  few  raised  in  this  county. 

New  Jersey. — Atlantic:  Considerable  interest  manifested  in  raising  fine-blooded  colts, 
which  will  bring  up  the  general  average.  There  has  been  a  disease,  having  the  form  of  pneu- 
monia, and  in  some  cases  has  proved  fatal;  and  also  some  instances  of  epizootic.  Burling- 
ton: Because  of  low  prices   of  farm  produce,  farmers  have  not  replaced  lost  animals,  and 
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we  ought  to  mark  below  ioo.  Cape  May :  Many  have  died,  but  are  quickly  replaced,  being 
convenient  to  Philadelphia.  I  think  the  percentage  remains  about  the  same.  Warren :  The 
total  number  remains  unchanged,  but  their  value  is  reduced. 

Pennsylvania. — Bucks:  More  kept  now  than  formerly,  as  the  low  price  has  induced  many 
farmers  to  purchase  on  speculation.  Northampton :  The  number  in  the  county  at  present  is 
greater  than  I  have  known  it,  with  great  variation  in  price. 

Maryland. — Caroline:  Have  depreciated  in  price  about  20  per  cent,  since  last  January. 
Not  as  many  raised  in  county  as  formerly,  the  greater  number  introduced  from  elsewhere; 
the  prices  of  good  farm  animals  being  less  than  at  home. 

Virginia. — Halifax:  More  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  raising  of  good  farm  horses. 
Prince  William:  No  sale,  except  for  very  fine  animals.  Chesterfield:  Our  stock  has  been 
very  much  improved  during  the  past  twelve  months  by  stallions  brought  from  the  North  and 
West.     I  presume  at  least  200  have  been  introduced. 

North  Carolina. —  Tyrrell:  But  few  raised  in  this  county,  yet  the  number  is  always  kept 
up.  Nash:  The  number  of  horse  colts  has  decreased,  it  being  developed  that  mules  can  be 
raised  to  bete.gter  advanta 

South  Carolina. —  Orangeburgh :  Very  few  raised  in  the  State,  nearly  all  brought  from 
the  West. 

Georgia. —  Telfair:  But  few  raised,  and  those  very  poor.      Troup:  Not  many  raised  in 
this  county.     Early :  Few  raised,  and  none  for  sale;  many  brought  from  Kentucky. 
Alabama.— Baldwin :  Very  healthy,  and  in  good  condition  generally. 
Mississippi.— Rankin :  Only  ponies  raised  here. 

Louisiana. —  Caddo:  Fully  5  per  cent,  decrease  in  numbers, owing  to  the  failure  in  the 
cotton  crop.  Cameron :  Nearly  all  horses  here  are  unbroken.  This  class  is  referred  to  above ; 
those  broken  are  from  200  to  300  per  cent,  higher.  Franklin :  Quite  a  number  have  died 
from  disease,  generally  charbon. 

Texas. — Mason  :  An  increase  of  about  50  per  cent,  in  the  number.  '  Our  native  ponies  are 
being  improved  by  American  horses.  Austin:  Cheaper,  perhaps,  than  ever  before,  there 
being  hardly  any  sale  unless  well  broken,  and  then  sell  very  low.  Van  Buren ;  The  decrease 
in  number  is  attributable  in  some  extent  to  ravages  of  disease,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
mule  is  growing  in  favor  with  our  people.  There  is  a  decrease  of  about  7  per  cent.  Me- 
dina: The  number  has  fallen  off  10  per  cent,  during  the  year,  the  result  of  anew  disease. 
Several  large  raisers  have  lost  half  their  stock.  The  afflicted  animal  shows  signs  of  fever, 
loses  flesh,  trembles,  staggers,  and  dies  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  I  think  it  an  affection  of  the 
spinal  marrow.  I  will  study  this  disease  carefully  and  report  to  the  department  the  result  of 
my  researches. 

Arkansas. — Franklin :  A  small  increase  during  the  last  year. 

Tennessee.— Monroe:  Many  valuable  animals  dying  from  "blind  staggers,"  caused  by 
eating  worm-eaten  corn,  or  worm  dirt.  Van  Buren:  They  are  being  bought  up  and  driven 
to  the  southern  markets,  and  farmers  are  less  interested  in  raising  colts  than  formerly,  conse- 
quently the  decrease. 

West  Virginia. — Pleasants:  But  few  good  horses;  mostly  scrub  stock  raised.  Green- 
brier: Owing  to  low  prices,  are  not  being  bred  as  extensively  as  usual. 

Kentucky.— Lincoln :  Exceedingly  dull  market;  no  demand  from  the  South. 
Ohio.— Logan:  The  exact  number  of  horses  in  this  county  in  1877,  9,167,  and  in  1878 
9,442.  Williams :  Not  raising  so  many  as  usual,  but  fewer  sales,  and  number  holding  about 
the  same.  Wyandot:  Number  reported  by  assessor  last  spring,  8,134.  Clark:  Plenty  of 
horses,  but  no  sale;  hard  to  establish  a  price  for  them.  Delaware:  The  number  now  in  the 
county',  8,763.  Allen:  The  quality  rather  above  the  average,  the  French  Norman  taking  the 
lead.  *  Lucas  1  Farmers  raising  a  larger  and  heavier  class  of  horses  than  heretofore.  Butler: 
Number  assessed  for  1878,  11, 442;  value,  $680,137. 

Michigan.—  Branch :  Horses  low.  Hillsdale:  Very  little  sale;  difficult  to  fix  prices. 
Menominee:  Not  many  raised;  the  supply  kept  up  by  importations  from  other  States.  Clin- 
ton :  Have  increased  until  the  county  is  quite  heavily  stocked,  but  generally  of  an  inferior 
quality.  Saginaw :  A  great  many  heavy  horses  brought  here  for  lumbering  purposes  from 
Canada,  Ohio,  and  other  places;  prices  for  such  stock  from  $125  to  $225. 
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Illinois. — Kankakee:  The  assessor's  books  show  422  in  this  county.  Lee:  Small  decrease 
in  the  number  during  the  past  year.  Mason :  Our  best  horses  bought  up  for  eastern  markets ; 
the  remainder,  of  all  ages,  low.  Ogle:  No  regular  market,  and  difference  in  quality,  make 
an  estimate  of  prices  difficult ;  all  animals  in  good  condition. 

Minnesota. — Ramsey:  Total  from  assessor's  returns,  2,000.  Wright:  A  surplus  and 
little  call ;  heavy  horses  in  good  demand.  Le  Sueur:  Some  improvement ;  the  Norman  horses 
held  very  high. 

Wisconsin.—  Wahvorth :  Horses  have  increased.  Douglas:  Our  horses  a  mixed  breed  of 
Indian  and  French  ponies ;  very  few  first-class  horses.  Dunn:  Increase  largely  due  to  ship- 
ment from  Illinois  to  take  the  place  of  oxen  on  newer  farms,  yackson :  A  large  decline  in 
prices,  owing  to  badly  damaged  hay;  not  worth  over  66  per  cent,  of  last  year's  prices.  Pepi?i : 
Number  of  horses,  1,634;  value,  $87,050. 

Kansas. — Kingman:  Do  not  do  well  until  they  have  been  in  the  county  two  years;  mostly 
a  small  class  of  horses.  Labette:  Not  of  valuable  blood;  mixed  with  Indian  pony.  Mitchell: 
Have  increased  by  breeding  and  importation.     Graham  :  Increased  by  emigration. 

Missouri. — Holt:  Total  number,  as  per  assessor's  report,  6,100.  Pettis:  Free  from  dis- 
ease and  doing  well.  Platte:  No  demand;  have  become  almost  valueless.  Taney:  The 
number  on  assessor's  books,  1,871.     Mercer:  Total  number,  7,220;  value,  $248,350. 

Nebraska. — Antelope:  Serviceable  horses  have  not  depreciated,  but  the  average  low,  owing 
to  the  great  number  of  Texan  and  Oregon  ponies. 

New  Mexico. — Colfax:  Three  distinct  classes — Mexican  pony,  Californian,  and  American 
horses;  the  two  former  of  the  least  value;  the  prices  given  less  than  the  average  of  American 
horses. 

California. — Plumas:  The  average  price  of  horses  under  three  years  greater  than  over 
that  age,  because  mustangs  are  not  now  raised.  Yuba :  More  American  horses  between  two 
and  three  years  old  than  usual;  the  old  ones  include  the  Spanish  stock  on  hand. 

Oregon. — Marion:  Badly  run  down  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  owing  to  a  mania  for  small 
trotting  horses,  but  the  stock  improving  now.  Grant:  About  1,000  horses  killed  and  stolen 
by  Indians  during  last  summer's  raid,  and  but  very  few  have  been  recovered;  this  reduces  the 
percentage. 

COWS    AND    CATTLE. 

Cows  show  an  increase  in  nearly  all  the  States.  The  only  States  reporting  a 
decline  are  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Texas,  and 
Tennessee,  each  99.  The  States  showing  greatest  increase  are  Nebraska,  123; 
California,  118;  Minnesota,  112;  Michigan  and  Kansas,  in  each;  Oregon, 
no.  Prices  have  declined  in  all  the  States;  in  some  instances  the  decline  is 
considerably  over  one-third. 

Cattle  are  about  equal  in  number  to  last  year.  The  greatest  decline,  10 
per  cent.,  was  in  Rhode  Island;  the  greatest  increase,  23  percent.,  in  Ne- 
braska.    Prices  have  also  declined. 

The  table  at  close  of  article  will  give  details  of  prices  and  numbers. 

Maine.— Piscataquis :  There  is  a  large  increase  in  numbers  of  cattle,  principally  steers. 
York:  Farmers  have  reduced  their  stock  in  order  to  get  money  and  avoid  buying  corn.  Cum- 
berland: Quite  a  demand  for  cows  to  go  out  of  the  county. 

Vermont. — Orleans:  Cattle  bought  up  closely  by  drovers,  and  nearly  all  in  poor  condition. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire:  The  number  has  increased  slightly,  notwithstanding  the  low 
prices  of  butter  and  cheese. 

New  York. — Saint  Lawrence:  Valued  at  a  little  higher  than  last  year  on  account  of  drop- 
ping their  calves  earlier.   Westchester :  Good  grades  are  in  demand ;  a  fine  milker  will  bring  $75 . 

New  Jersey. — Burlington:  Our  winter  has  been  favorable  for  stock,  many  farmers  being 
able  to  pasture  into  December.    Warren :  Value  depreciating. 

Pennsylvania. — Bucks  :  More  kept  now  than  ever  before,  as  the  many  railroad  facilities 
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for  shipping  milk  to  Philadelphia  render  them  more  profitable  than  formerly.  Sullivan :  The 
percentage  of  numbers  has  been  reduced  in  consequence  of  low  price  of  dairy  produce. 
West?}', 07 eland  :  The  Alderney  stock  has  lately  been  introduced  and  is  highly  prized  for  dairy 
purposes.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  it  will  long  maintain  its  preference  over  the  im- 
proved Short-Horn  as  profitable  farm  stock. 

Virginia. — Dinwiddie  :  Numerous  and  exceedingly  cheap.  Chesterfield :  There  is  quite 
a  demand  for  cows,  with  an  evident  desire  to  improve  the  stock  by  crossing  with  Alderney, 
Ayrshire,  and  Jersey  bulls.  Halifax:  All  farm  animals  have  gone  into  winter  quarters  in 
better  condition  than  usual.  Northamptoit :  Depression  in  financial  matters  has  depreciated 
all  kinds  of  stock. 

North  Carolina. — Jackso7i:  All  stock  generally  healthy  and  in  good  condition.  Iredell: 
All  kinds  of  stock  compare  favorably  with  last  year  in  general  condition  and  numbers,  but 
with  prices  low  owing  to  scarcity  of  money.  There  is  an  increasing  disposition  on  the  part 
of  farmers  for  the  introduction  of  improved  breeds.  We  have  received  some  very  fine  stock 
during  the  year,  but  the  success  in  breeding  is  yet  to  be  developed.  Yadkin :  Stock  of  all 
kinds  cheap.  Caldwell :  Prices  of  all  stock  are  very  low,  with  but  few  sales.  Stanly  : 
Farmers  of  this  county  have  provisions  in  advance  for  the  ensuing  year,  with  prices  low. 
We  are  beginning  to  feel  more  interest  in  seeds  sent  from  the  department.  Buncombe:  All 
kinds  of  stock  increasing,  except  hogs,  which  remain  about  as  last  year  owing  to  cholera  and 
low  price  of  pork. 

South  Carolina. — Colleton  :  The  quality  and  condition  of  cattle  have  been  very  much 
improved  during  the  past  year.  Lexington :  All  kinds  of  stock  lower  in  value  than  since  the 
war. 

Georgia. — Cobb:  Stock  of  all  kinds  very  cheap;  can  be  bought  for  less  than  for  sixteen  or 
eighteen  years  past.  Jefferson:  This  has  been  altogether  a  remarkably  propitious  year; 
abundant  crops,  and  farmers  amply  supplied  for  the  coming  winter  with  meat  cheaper  than 
ever  before. 

Florida. — Suwannee:  Cattle  run  loose  in  pine  woods  and  are  bought  and  sold, in  lots 
both  old  and  young,  at  so  much  per  head  regardless  of  age;  cows  decreasing;  but  little  im- 
proved stock  brought  into  the  county.  Columbus :  All  kinds  of  stock  have  declined  during 
the  year  and  are  now  as  cheap  as  I  ever  knew  them. 

Mississippi. — Lowndes:  There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  stock  in  our  county.  Many  of 
the  improved  breeds  of  hogs,  sheep,  and  cattle  have  been  introduced,  the  low  price  of  cotton 
having  caused  many  to  turn  their  attention  in  this  direction.  Smith  :  Stock  generally  in  bet- 
ter condition  than  last  year,  with  lower  prices. 

Texas. — Anderson  :  All  stock  above  an  average  condition.  Lavaca  :  Stock  in  fine  condition. 
Red  River :  Stock  of  all  kinds  abundant  and  prices  low. 

Arkansas. — Franklin:  All  stock  remain  about  as  usual  in  numbers,  owing  to  the  strin- 
gency in  money  matters ;  with  prices  very  low.  Prairie :  It  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  price  of  stock,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  sale  even  on  a  year's  time- 
Herds  are  offered  at  little  more  than  half  of  last  year's  prices.  I  saw  one  hundred  sell  that 
did  not  average  $4.50  per  head. 

Tennessee.— Knox:  The  general  condition  of  all  kinds  of  stock  is  better  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years  ;  no  disease  prevailing,  while  numbers  are  increasing  and  quality  improving.  Hen- 
derson :  Stock  generally  better  cared  for  than  formerly,  the  result  of  reading  agricultural  works. 
Unicoi :  Very  hard  winter  on  stock  generally,  but  they  have  stood  it  very  well,  being  in  fine 
condition  at  the  beginning.  Dyer :  The  demand  has  been  very  great  in  this  county  for  the 
past  twelve  months.  Very  few  beef  cattle  in  the  county.  Meigs:  During  the  past  year  stock 
of  all  kinds  have  declined  nearly  one-third  in  value,  and  sales  are  more  difficult  to  be  made. 

West  Virginia.—  Pleasants:  Oxen  scarce;  stock-cattle  very  scarce,  owing  to  sale  of 
young  calves ;  slow  sale  lor  fat  steers,  and  price  but  little  in  advance  of  stock  cattle.  Green- 
brier: The  number  up  to  standard;  more  young  cattle  sold  than  usual,  and  brought  better 
prices  than  older  stock. 

Kentucky. — Lincoln:  Exceedingly  dull;  no  demand. 

Ohio.— Logan :  The  exact  number  in  1877  was  I7,45°>  and  in  1878,  17,099.     Pickaway: 
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Good  calves  and  yearlings  in  better  demand  than  other  cattle.  Vinton:  Very  few  steers 
kept  till  three  years  old  except  oxen.  Wayne:  Fine  cattle  in  good  demand.  Wyandot: 
Number  reported  by  assessor  last  spring,  14.611.  Clark:  Milch  cows  in  demand  at  from 
$45  to  $75.  "Jerseys"  becoming  plenty,  but  the  "Short-horned"  more  generally  raised. 
Delaware:  Number  in  this  county,  24,427.  Paulding:  Some  falling  off  in  cattle  of  all  grades, 
except  milch  cows.  Allen:  More  has  been  done  for  the  improvement  of  cattle  the  past  sea- 
son than  ever  before.  Short-horn  Durham  and  Jersey  breeds  have  been  introduced. 
Butler:   Number  assessed  for  1 8 78,  16,404;   value,  $357,757. 

Illinois. — Greene:  Not  as  many  forward  cattle  as  usual  by  half.  Hardin:  Prices  lower 
than  for  twenty  years.  Lee:  Milch  cows  largely  increased;  stock  cattle  greatly  diminished. 
Clark:  But  few  beef  cattle  being  fed  this  winter.  Hundreds  of  young  cattle  have  been  sold 
or  taken  to  other  counties  where  the  corn  crop  is  better.  McLean:  Average  price  of  cattle 
over  three  years  old  placed  high,  owing  to  their  being  corn-fed  at  that  age. 

Indiana. — Steuben:  Selling  at  $2.25  per  cwt.  Franklin:  More  raised  now  than  some 
years  ago. 

Wisconsin. — Richland:  Cattle  of  all  kinds  bought  up  and  drove  off.  Walworth:  Cattle 
have  increased.  Pierce :  Fall  feed  and  pasture  being  excellent,  cattle  and  all  stock  went  into 
winter  in  fine  condition.  Dougias  :  Working  cattle,  heavy  enough  for  the  "lumber  camps," 
bring  a  good  price  ;  other  cattle  low.  Dunn :  A  falling  off  in  cows,  due  to  the  rapid  fencing 
of  wild  lands  by  new  settlers ;  also  to  low  price  of  butter,  Jackson  :  A  large  decline.  Not 
worth  over  66  per  cent,  of  last  year's  prices.  Pepin  :  Number  of  neat  'Cattle,  5,042  ;  value, 
$61,135. 

Minnesota. — Ramsey:  Number  from  assessor's  returns,  3,000.  Rock:  A  decrease  in  the 
number  of  oxen.  Sibley  :  Decreased  in  numbers  on  account  of  the  fence  law.  Stearns  :  All 
domestic  animals  pretty  well  sold  off  in  1876  on  account  of  the  grasshoppers.  Steele :  Great 
stagnation  in  prices.  Wright :  Good  beeves  quick  at  low  prices.  Le  Sueur  :  Farmers  get- 
ting a  better  stock  of  cattle. 

Iowa. — Guthrie :  A  great  matiy  died  of  some  strange  disease,  generally  supposed  to  be 
caused  by  corn  smut.     Howard:  More  sold  than  usual,  reducing  the  percentage. 

MISSOURI.— Bolt:  Total  number,  as  per  assessor's  report,  18,000.  Jefferson:  Most  of  the 
neat  cattle  bought  up  in  the  fall  at  iy2  cents  on  foot.  Pettis:  Doing  well;  have  increased  in 
numbers  but  not  in  price.  Piatt:  More  attention  paid  to  raising  cattle  than  usual.  Taney  : 
The  number  on  assessor's  books,  4,318.     Mercer:  Total  number,  18,528;  value,  $224,097. 

Kansas. — Mitchell:  Not  held  in  as  large  herds  as  formerly  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
open  land.  Graham :  Emigration  has  decreased  the  number  of  cattle.  Stock  men  have  been 
obliged  to  move  west. 

Nebraska. — Richardson :  A  good  many  young  cattle  died  of  eating  too  much  smut  in  the 
cornfields.  Cass:  Stock  cattle  dying  of  dry  murrain  to  a  considerable  extent;  thought  to  be 
caused  by  dry  husks  and  prairie  grass;  weather  very  cold.  Antelope:  Several  large  herds 
brought  into  the  county  the  past  season.     More  attention  paid  to  raising  cattle. 

California. — Plumas:  The  dairy  business  increasing.  The  raising  of  beef  incidental  and 
secondary. 

Oregon. — Gratit:  Reduced  in  numbers  by  Indian  depreciations.  Marion:  Low  min- 
imum; surplus  sent  to  the  natural  pasture  lands  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains.  Douglas: 
Steers  unbroke  worth  $15  to  $25,  and  the  same  animals  if  broken  to  work  worth  $40  to  $60. 

SHEEP. 

The  number  of  sheep  has  increased  about  5  per  cent.  There  is  a  small  de- 
cline in  the  Middle  States,  but  all  other  sections  of  the  Union  show  an  increase, 
especially  the  Gulf  States,  which  have  advanced  13  per  cent.  The  largest 
rates  of  State  increase  are  44  per  cent,  in  Nebraska,  25  per  cent,  in  Kansas, 
and  23  per  cent,  in  Minnesota.  The  States  showing  a  decline  are  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  which 
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fall  i  or  2  per  cent,  below  last  year.  Prices  show  a  decline  on  the  whole,  but 
not  so  great  as  in  other  kinds  of  farm  animals.  The  Pacific  States  show  a  pos- 
itive increase,  as  also  does  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  notes  from  correspondence  are  appended: 

MAINE.— Piscataaztis  ;  Have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  real  number  killed  by  dogs, 
but  there  have  not  been  many. 

Vermont. —  Washington :  This  interest  is  greatly  improving,  notwithstanding  the  low  price 
of  wool. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire:  The  number  increasing;  wool  low,  but  good  mutton  com 
mands  a  fair  price. 

New  York.— Delaware:  No  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  number  killed  by  dogs,  but 
set  it  at  300  for  1878.  Saint  Lawrence:  Valued  a  little  higher  than  last  year;  no  means  of 
getting  at  the  number  killed  by  dogs.  Allegany:  The  number  is  increasing  in  this  county. 
I  have  heard  of  but  three  being  killed  by  dogs.  Madison :  But  few  kept,  and  those  for  mut- 
ton only;  dogs  too  numerous. 

New  Jersey.— Salem :  There  have  been  many  killed  by  dogs  in  this  immediate  locality. 
Warren:  About  the  same  number.  Early  lambs  brought  $4,  at  four  and  five  months  old. 
Somerset:  The  tax  arising  from  damages  by  dogs  amounted  to  about  $2,000  for  this  county. 
The  number  killed  can  only  be  estimated.  Hunterdon:  The  number  killed  by  dogs  during 
the  year  is  estimated  at  about  1,100;  we  have  no  positive  data. 

Pennsylvania. — Centre:  Many  have  been  killed  by  dogs  during  the  year,  but  it  is  impos- 
ible  to  give  exact  number;  about  200.  Sullivan  :  This  industry  yields  the  most  encouraging 
profits. 

Maryland. — Caroline:  The  most  profitable  stock  that  we  have;  much  interest  is  being 
displayed  in  this  industry.  Montgomery :  The  number  remains  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Farmers  are  deterred  from  increasing  their  flocks  from  the  fear  of  dogs;  fourteen  were  re- 
cently killed  on  an  adjoining  farm  to  mine.  No  county  in  the  State  has  superior  advantages 
for  sheep  husbandry.  Charles:  A  large  percentage  destroyed  by  dogs ;  in  one  instance  the 
entire  flock,  consisting  of  forty  odd,  highly  improved,  and  very  valuable. 

Virginia. — Halifax :  This  industry  does  not  receive  the  attention  that  it  merits  on  account 
of  the  rapacity  of  worthless  curs.  Prince  William:  Fewer  killed  by  dogs  than  any  year  since 
the  war.  We  have  improved  laws,  and  other  ways  and  means  of  protecting  our  flocks.  Din- 
widdle :  This  industry  is  improving.  The  farmers  have  taken  the  dog  law  in  their  own  hands, 
and  it  is  rarely  you  hear  of  a  sheep  being  killed  by  a  dog.  Bruns-vick :  Loss  from  dogs  very 
small  compared  with  former  years.  There  are  about  3,425  in  the  county.  Chesterfield:  Have 
not  improved  as  much  as  we  wish,  but  we  have  some  very  fine  Cotsvvold  and  Southdown 
bucks  with  which  to  effect  the  improvement.  Gloucester:  The  losses  by  dogs  are  not  so  great 
or  so  general  as  heretofore;  very  few  reported. 

North  Carolina.  —  Cherokee:  Great  mortality  among  our  flocks  from  dogs.  Hyde:  The 
number  killed  by  dogs  is  very  small.  Nash:  This  industry  is  increasing  in  importance. 
Some  large  plantations  that  have  been  devoted  to  cotton,  have  been  seeded  in  grass  and  clover 
for  sheep.  Caldwell:  Statements  vary  so  in  regard  to  number  killed  by  dogs  that  I  will  only 
estimate  it  at  about  10  per  cent. 

Georgia. — Gwinnett:  Very  few  raised  here  except  for  family  use,  the  worthless  cur  being 
the  sole  cause. 

Florida. — Suwannee:  Increasing  in  numbers  and  improving  in  kind.  From  the  best 
information  I  can  gather  there  are  from  1,000  to  1,200  in  the  county,  and  10  per  cent,  is  the 
annual  loss  from  dogs.  They  run  loose  in  the  pine  woods,  and  are  bought  and  sold  in  lots 
regardless  of  age.     Santa  Rosa:  Fewer  killed  by  dogs  during  the  past  year  than  usual. 

Alabama. — Baldwin:  No  general  disease;  some  few  have  scab;  mortality  by  dogs  not  so 
great  as  last  year. 

Mississippi. — Prentiss:  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  number  killed  by  dogs, 
but  from  the  best  information  I  can  derive  I  would  set  it  down  at  300.  Jefferson :  Large 
increase  in  numbers;  mutton  worth  in  market  12)4  cents  per  pound. 
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Louisiana. — Franklin:  Mortality  by  disease  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  loss  sustained  from 
dogs. 

Texas. —  Victaria:  The  loss  of  lambs  and  old  ewes  unusually  large,  supposed  to  be  owing 
to  excessive  rains.  Menard:  Many  destroyed  by  wolves,  but  very  few  by  dogs;  the  former 
are  rapidly  decreasing  in  numbers,  the  result  of  a  poisoning  process.  Mason :  Have  increased 
about  ioo  percent,  in  numbers;  killed  only  by  wolves.  Austin;  Only  about  2,000  in  the 
county,  and  as  the  stock  law  is  in  force  in  some  sections,  this  number  will  decrease.  Van 
Buren :  Increasing  in  numbers  and  favor  since  the  farmers  find  a  ready  sale  at  the  fills  for  all 
the  wool.  7'itus:  The  low  percentage  of  killed  by  dogs  is  attributable  to  the  passage  of  a 
stringent  dog  law.  Medina:  Number  increasing,  owing  to  the  great  advantages  afforded  by 
our  waste  prairies  and  favorable  climate,  both  of  which  are  now  being  turned  to  account. 
Number  killed  by  dogs  very  small,  the  result  of  having  experienced  herders. 

Arkansas. — Montgomery :  Have  no  data  as  to  the  number  killed  by  dogs  ;  it  is,  however, 
small.  Wolves  and  wild  cats  are  the  chief  enemies,  and  even  their  depredations  are  not  seri- 
ous. Fayette:  Sheep-raising  rendered  almost  impracticable  on  account  of  the  great  numbers 
of  worthless  curs ;  every  negro  keeps  from  two  to  six. 

Tennessee. — Bradley:  I  cannot  give  exact  figures  as  to  number  killed  by  dogs,  so  must 
estimate  from  different  authorities,  and  set  down  at  100.  LCizox:  Since  dogs  have  been  re- 
strained, sheep  begin  to  appear  on  almost  every  farm.  Farmers  begin  to  appreciate  the  policy 
of  cultivating  more  grass  for  this  industry.  Van  Bure7i :  We  have  the  best  county  in  the 
State  for  this  industry,  but  there  is  little  attention  bestowed,  owing  to  inefficient  protective 
laws  and  an  army  of  ravenous  dogs. 

West  Virginia. — Jefferson:  Receiving  more  attention,  and  dog  ravages  less  than  at  any 
time  since  the  close  of  the  war.  Greenbrier:  Being  raised  more  extensively  every  year.  No 
depredations  by  dogs. 

Kentucky. — Lincoln:  Prices  maintained  better  than  other  live  stock.  Shelby:  Sheep 
husbandry  largely  on  the  increase. 

Illinois. — Hardin:  Not  so  many  sheep  as  last  year;  about  50  killed  by  dogs.  Kanka- 
kee: 27,012.  assessed.  No  data  as  to  the  number  killed  by  dogs.  Lee:  Have  increased,  and 
would  increase  largely  but  for  dogs  killing  them.  Clark:  The  loss  of  sheep  by  dogs,  and  the 
low  price  of  wool,  have  caused  a  reduction.  La  Salle :  None  killed  by  dogs ;  perhaps  50  killed 
by  wolves.  Pope:  No  reliable  data  for  the  number  killed  by  dogs,  but  the  number  much  less 
than  in  years  past. 

Ohio. — Logan:  The  exact  number  in  1877  was  51,434,  and  in  1878,  53,241;  the  value  of 
sheep  killed  and  injured  by  dogs,  $1,381.  Pickaway:  The  percentage  a  little  larger;  about 
300  killed  by  dogs.  Union:  Sheep  keeping  up  better  than  other  stock,  and  less  killed  by 
dogs.  Wayne:  Sheep  dull.  Wyandot:  Number  reported  by  assessor  last  spring,  64,019; 
number  killed  by  dogs,  232.  Ashtabula :  The  quality  very  much  improved,  principally  by 
crossing  with  large  mutton  breeds;  dogs  assessed;  proceeds  applied  to  payment  for  sheep 
killed  and  injured;  about  150  sheep  paid  for  the  past  year.  Clark:  Not  raised  as  in  former 
Jays,  on  account  of  low  prices  of  wool  and  fear  of  dogs.  Delaware :  Number  in  the  county, 
107,968.  Allen:  Sheep  are  beginning  to  look  up  since  the  passage  of  the  Ohio  "dog  law." 
Butler:  Number  assessed  for  1878,  9,448;  value,  $28,307. 

Michigan. — Branch:  More  uniform  in  price  than  other  stock;  very  few  killed  by  dogs; 
probably  50  in  the  whole  county.  Delta:  Sheep  do  well  here;  none  killed  by  dogs.  Clinton: 
Less  in  number,  though  very  much  improved  in  quality;  more  interest  taken  in  them  than  in 
any  former  year;  only  25  killed  by  dogs  during  the  year.  Saginaw:  More  killed  by  dogs  the 
past  year  than  usual ,  but  no  exact  data. 

Wisconsin. — Marquette:  A  great  many  killed  by  wolves,  probably  three  times  as  many 
as  killed  by  dogs;  many  selling  out  and  will  not  keep  them  on  account  of  the  destruction. 
Walworth:  About  stationary  in  numbers.  Waushara:  Wolves  killed  most  of  the  sheep  in 
this  county.  Door:  Sheep-raising  backward  through  fear  of  dog  depredations.  Douglas: 
None  killed  by  dogs ;  a  few  killed  by  wildcat  or  lynx.  Pepin:  Number  in  the  county,  2,607; 
value,  $3,854. 

Minnesota. — Jackson:  Wolves  have  made  sad  havoc  among  sheep  in  some  parts  of  the 
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county.  Steele  :  The  depredations  of  wolves  and  dogs  prevent  the  rapid  increase  of  flocks. 
Le  Sueur:  About  ioo  killed;  probably  over  half  by  wolves.  Pope:  Not  numerous  in  this 
county;  none  killed  by  dogs. 

low a.— Floyd:   But  few  sheep,  and  sheep  husbandry  diminishing. 

Missouri.— Madison :  A  large  percentage  killed  by  dogs;  county  admirably  suited  to  sheep- 
raising.  Lawrence  :  About  10  per  cent,  killed  by  dogs ;  no  fatal  disease  among  them.  Pern- : 
Raised  for  wool  and  breeding  purposes,  and  good  lambs  worth  as  much  as  old  sheep.  Pettis : 
Free  from  all  disease;  the  only  noticeable  loss  that  caused  by  dogs.  Phelps :  Dogs  and  wolves 
the  great  drawback  to  successful  sheep  raising.  Piatt:  More  attention  paid  to  raising  sheep 
than  for  many  years  past.  Taney:  The  number  on  assessor's  books,  5,499.  Mercer:  Total 
number,  18,953;  value,  $24,500. 

Kansas. — Labette:  Sheep  industry,  though  in  its  infancy,  is  on  a  rapid  increase.  Lyont 
The  increase  of  flocks  during  the  last  eighteen  months  very  flattering  to  the  owners.  Mitchell: 
Sheep  husbandry  steadily  gaining;  sheep  almost  entirely  free  from  disease,  and  require  bu; 
little  prepared  food  or  expensive  shelter. 

Nebraska. — P/amilton:  Only  447  head  of  sheep  in  the  entire  county  according  to  assess- 
ment records.  Wayne:  Several  large  flocks  have  been  brought  into  the  county  this  season, 
hence  a  large  increased  percentage.  Webster:  Sheep  healthy;  no  foot-rot  or  scab  among 
them. 

New  Mexico. — Doha  Aha:  Native,  hardy,  and  free  from  disease,  and  produce  a  small 
amount  of  coarse  wool;  a  good  stock  to  build  .upon. 

California. —  Trinity:  A  good  many  raised  in  the  south  part  of  this  county.  Merced: 
On  the  decline,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  feed. 

OREGON. — Marion:  Stock  low,  owing  to  the  surplus  being  sent  east  of  the  Cascade  Mount- 
ains.    Grant:  Reduced  in  numbers  by  Indian  depredations. 

Dakota. — Lcuvrence :  Suffered  severely  by  snow-storm  of  last  March;  large  flocks  smoth- 
ered. 

HOGS. 

The  prices  for  hogs  received  in  January,  1879,  are  ruinously  low.  The  rec- 
ords of  this  Department  since  its  formation  have  never  shown  so  low  a  price. 
Only  in  a  few  of  the  extreme  Northeastern  States,  where  the  home  consump- 
tion exceeds  the  production,  does  the  price  hold  a  fair  comparison  with  the 
price  of  previous  years.  The  number,  as  compared  with  those  returned  Janu- 
ary, 187S,  shows  an  increase  of  about  5  per  cent.,  which  is  mainly  caused 
by  large  increases  in  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky  remaining  nearly  the  same  as  last  year. 

Reference  to  table  appended  will  give  the  prices  of  hogs  in  each  State  on 
January  1,  1879. 

Maine. — Cumberland :  But  little  interest  is  taken  in  raising  pork,  as  there  is  no  remunera- 
tion at  its  present  price. 

New  Hampshire. — Sullivan:  Pork  very  low;  dressed,  $4.50  per  hundred  pounds. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire:  Stock  pigs  from  four  to  six  weeks  old  have  sold  at  an  aver- 
age of  $1.25;   salted  pork  at  $5  per  hundred  pounds;  present  price,  $4.50. 

New  York. — Saint  Lazurence:  Very  cheap  in  this  county.  Westchester:  Selling  now  at 
$4  and  $5  per  hundred  weight. 

New  Jersey. — Burlington:  The  very  low  prices  (the  lowest  we  have  ever  known)  and 
losses  from  disease  have  occasioned  reduction  in  numbers.  Warren :  Number  unchanged, 
but  price  reduced. 

Pennsylvania. — Northampton :  Lower  than  ever  before  known ;  selling  now  at  $4.50  per 
hundred  weight.  Sullivan :  Large  decrease  in  the  percentage,  owing  to  low  prices  and  no 
beechnuts.     Armstrong:  Pork  is  but  2  cents  per  pound;  less  than  at  same  time  last  year. 

Virginia. — Cumberland:  The  cholera  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties  last  fall  that  our  stock  hogs  have  been  reduced,  so  that  I  fear  our  next  year's  killing 
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will,  be  a  poor  one.  Halifax :  Generally  healthy,  and  more  attention  is  being  paid  to  them. 
Prince  William:  They  scarce  pay  for  the  corn  they  consume,  with  no  margin  for  profit. 
Amherst:  The  falling  off  in  numbers  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  a  portion  of  the 
county.  Dinwiddle  i  Very  little  cholera  this  season,  and  an  increase  in  numbers.  The  ma- 
jority of  our  people  raise  an  abundance  of  pork  for  home  consumption.  Chesterfield:  Our 
stock  is  rapidly  improving ;  there  are  now  more  fine-grade  boars  in  the  county  than  I  ever 
knew. 

North  Carolina. — Hyde:  There  is  a  reduction  in  the  number,  owing  to  very  low  prices 
of  pork  and  bacon  and  too  short  corn-crops  in  this  section.  Tyrrell:  Owing  to  the  low  price, 
there  is  but  little  interest  manifest  in  raising  pork.  Yadkin:  Cholera  still  prevailing.  Nash: 
The  number  is  increasing.  Lincoln:  Pork  extremely  low;  hard  times  ihe  cause.  Jackson: 
General  condition  better  than  usual. 

South  Carolina. — Colleton:  We  have  lost  many  with  cholera  during  the  past  year. 
Chester:  A  marked  improvement  of  interest  is  being  manifest  in  this  direction.  One  of  our 
farmers  a  few  days  since  slaughtered  one  of  his  own  raising  that  netted  1,158  pounds.  Orange- 
'rurg:  Farmers  generally  are  giving  more  attention  in  this  quarter  than  formerly;  we  have 
some  very  fine  stock. 

Georgia. — Gwinnett:  Better  cared  for  now  than  any  time  since  the  war;  but  Western 
pork  can  be  bought  cheaper  than  we  can  raise  it.  Warren:  We  have  no  disease,  and  if 
farmers  continue  to  plant  grain,  in  a  few  years  will  raise  enough  for  home  consumption. 

Florida. — Stiwannee:  But  few  own  any  other  than  "wind  splitters,"  which  are  more  of 
an  expense  than  profit.  A  few  are  now  introducing  improved  breeds,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have 
a  better  report  in  this  line. 

Alabama. — Baldwin:  Very  healthy;  receive  less  attention  than  any  other  stock. 

Mississippi. — Jefferson:  Large  increase  in  numbers.  Lauderdale:  More  now  than  ever 
before.     Many  farmers  raise  all  their  own  pork.     Pork  only  4  cents  per  pound. 

Louisiana. — Franklin;  Many  died  from  some  unknown  disease,  which  was  generally 
termed  cholera. 

Texas. — Fort  Bend :  This  interest  is  receiving  increased  attention,  and  the  number  in  the 
county  is  augmenting  rapidly.  Austin:  Large  numbers  and  very  cheap — pork  selling  as  low 
as  5  cents  per  pound,  the  lowest  ever  known  in  this  county.  Fayette :  Thousands  destroyed 
by  cholera  this  year.  McLennan:  The  prices  have  fallen  off  about  50  per  cent,  since  Janu- 
ary, 1878.     Nueces:  Very  few  raised,  and  those  by  butchers  at  Corpus  Christi. 

Arkansas. — Fulton-.  Cholera  so  fatal  in  portions  of  county  that  but  few  are  left  for  selling. 
Some  who  lost  their  entire  stock  are'  afraid  to  buy  more,  lest  they  also  be  taken.  Marlon : 
Until  last  summer  we  had  little  or  no  cholera;  during  the  summer  and  fall  we  lost  at  least  40 
per  cent.  Van  Buren:  Number  increasing,  though  cholera  is  reported  throughout  the  east- 
ern portion  of  county.  Franklin:  Have  heard  of  but  few  cases  of  cholera  during  the  last 
year.  General  good  health  has  prevailed,  hence  quite  a  marked  increase  in  numbers,  with 
introduction  of  improved  breeds. 

Tennessee. — Knox:  But  little  cholera  during  the  past  year.  Dyer:  The  cholera  has  made 
its  appearance  in  different  parts  of  county,  and  I  look  for  great  mortality  among  them,  as  the 
price  of  pork  has  got  so  low  that  the  farmers  say  it  does  not  pay  to  feed,  and  will  take  no  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  them  from  dying;  beside,  the  prospect  of  a  very  hard  winter. 

Kentucky. — Lincoln:  Not  much  interest  taken  in  raising  hogs. 

West  Virginia. — Jefferson- :  The  number  of  stock  hogs  reduced  by  cholera  last  summer. 
Pleasants:  Hogs  a  drug;  pork  selling  at  $3  per  cwt.  net.  Greenbrier:  Owing  to  low  prices, 
not  bred  as  extensively  as  usual. 

Ohio. — Logan:  The  exact  number  in  1S77  was  37,278,  and  in  1878,  34,606.  Monroe: 
Fat  hogs  selling  at  $2.25  and  $2.50,  gross  weight.  Pickaway  :  Fat  hogs  $2.25  to  $2.50  per 
cental  gross ;  stock  $2.50  to  $3.  Vinton:  No  hogs  over  one  year  old  except  brood  sows. 
Wayne:  The  best  hogs  $2  to  $2.25  per  cwt.  Williams:  More  sold  than  ever  before  and 
fewer  kept  over.  Farmers  depending  on  spring  pigs  for  fattening.  Wya?idot:  Number  re- 
ported by  assessor  last  spring,  30,730.  Ashtabula:  But  few  in  the  county  over  one  year  old, 
and  these  fat  hogs  or  breeding  animals.     Clark:  In  fine  order  and  healthy;   selling  for  $2.40 
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gross  weight.  Mahoning:  Prices  ruinously  low,  hence  have  been  run  off.  Those  now  on 
hand  from  one  to  four  months  old.  Paulding :  Hog  crop  cut  short  past  year  by  cholera. 
Allen:  As  fine  a  selection  of  hogs  as  can  be  found  in  Northwestern  Ohio.  Poland  China 
and  Berkshire  take  the  lead.  Morrow  :  Hogs  have  not  been  so  plenty  for  many  years  ;  but 
little  disease  among  them.     Butler:  Number  assessed  for  1878,  52,706;  value,  $196,020. 

Michigan. — Branch:  Hogs  very  low.  Hillsdale:  Worth  $2  gross,  and  $2.80  net.  Len- 
awee: Nine-tenths  fattened  at  less  than  one  year  old.  Pork  very  low  and  farmers  discour- 
aged. Live  hogs  $2.30  to  $2.35;  dressed  $2.85  to  $3.10,  Tuscola:  The  sheep  industry 
growing  rapidly  in  this  county.     Charlevoix  :  Butchers  paying  $3.50  per  cental  for  hogs. 

Indiana. — Decatur:  Prices  lower  than  for  thirty  years.  Grant:  Some  'disease  among 
hogs,  supposed  to  be  cholera  or  quinsy.  Steuben :  Selling  for  $2  per  cental  gross.  Hamilton : 
Worth  $2.25  per  cwt  gross.  This  time  last  year  worth  $3. 75.  A  disposition  to  sell  off  early. 
Knox :  Hogs  are  lower  than  they  have  been  for  thirty  years.  Brown  :  Owing  to  low  prices 
many  have  fatted  nearly  all  their  brood  sows;  "want  no  more  pigs  till  next  summer,"  say 
the  farmers  generally,  Franklin:  Likely  to  decrease  until  prices  are  better.  We  now  lose 
the  cost  of  raising  and  do  well  to  get  paid  for  the  corn  used  in  fattening. 

Illinois. — Hardin:  Prices  low  and  less  slaughtered.  Kankakee:  Number  assessed,  14,075. 
Wayne:  The  severe  winter  and  light  corn  crop  will  reduce  hogs  10  per  cent,  by  April.  Prices  of 
hogs  so  low  that  it  will  not  pay  to  buy  feed  for  them.  Winnebago:  A  great  many  "shoats" 
sold,  and  corn  abundant ;  farmers  shipping  hogs  that  would  pay  for  feeding  if  market  pros- 
pects were  better.  Carroll:  The  assessor's  returns  show  that  22,092,  or  about  60  per  cent. 
of  hogs,  have  died  during  the  year  of  cholera.  Clark  ■  Loss  by  disease  and  the  low  price  of 
pork  have  caused  a  reduction  in  hogs.  McLean  :  A  large  number  of  pigs  raised  the  past 
season,  but  cholera  largely  decreased  the  number.  LaSalle :  Cholera  very  destructive,  and 
accounts  for  the  decrease  in  numbers  more  than  the  present  low  prices  and  small  profits. 
Mason:  Plogs  reduced  by  cholera  and  shipped  earlier  than  usual.  Ogle:  Hog  cholera  not 
prevalent  as  a  year  ago.  Boone  :  No  hog  cholera.  All  live  stock  in  healthy  condition,  but 
extremely  low. 

WISCONSIN. — Richland:  Pork  very  low;  hogs  most  all  butchered  and  sold.  Walworth: 
Being  sold  fast  to  get  rid  of  them.  Dunn:  The  low  price  of  pork  has  discouraged  farmers; 
a  frequent  remark,  "I  fat  my  own  pork  and  no  more."  Pepin  :  Number  in  the  county,  3, 182 ; 
value,  $8,188. 

Minnesota. — Fillmore :  Healthy  and  slight  increase  in  numbers  ;  more  attention  paid  to 
breeding  them  than  formerly.  Prices  lower  than  at  any  time  since  Minnesota  produced  pork. 
Isanti:  Prices  depressed  and  likely  to  be  as  there  is  a  large  crop  and  little  demand.  Nobles: 
Pigs  four  to  six  weeks  old  worth  $1.50.  Ramsey:  Total  from  assessor's  returns,  1,400. 
Rock :  Plentiful  and  a  poor  market ;  worth  $2.25  to  $2.60  per  cental.  Steele  :  Never  so  low  ; 
2  to  2}i  cents  per  pound.  Wadena  :  Worth  $4  dressed ;  $2.25  for  shipping.  Le  Sueur:  Re- 
duced about  one-half  by  sales  before  January. 

IOWa. — Appanoose :  Being  shipped  at  $2.20  per  cental  gross.  Delaware :  Prices  lower  than 
for  fifteen  years  ;  some  hog  cholera,  most  cases  fatal.  Marion  :  Two  dollars  per  hundred, 
and  a  drug  in  the  market.  Taylor:  Worth  2  cents  per  pound,  live  weight.  Guthrie :  A 
great  many  hogs  lost  by  cholera.     Linn  :  Fat  hogs  range  from  $1.90  to  $2  per  cwt. 

MISSOURI.— Holt:  Total  number  as  per  assessor's  report,  55,000.  Pettis :  Have  increased 
in  numbers,  but  heavy  losses  from  cholera  and  other  diseases.  Prices  range  lower  than  was 
ever  known  here.  Piatt :  A  fair  demand  for  hogs,  but  at  prices  that  will  not  pay  for  raising 
them.  Taney:  The  number  on  assessor's  books,  16,066.  Mercer:  Total  number,  32,647; 
value,  $55,200. 

Kansas.— Mitchell:  The  stock  somewhat  reduced  by  low  prices.  Republic:  Pigs,  $1.50  ; 
shoats,  $3;  stackers  $4,  and  fat  hogs,  $5.75. 

OREGON.— Marion  :  Not  profitable  in  this  county,  as  our  cereals  are  too  valuable  for  hog 
feed  or  to  compete  with  the  corn  of  the  Northwest.  Grant:  Advances  in  grain  owing  to 
Indian  troubles  reduced  the  price  of  hogs,  many  farmers  boing  compelled  to  dispose  of  their 
hogs  for  whatever  they  could  get. 

California.— Merced:  On  the  decline  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  feed. 
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MULES. 

Mules  increased  about  2  per  cent,  Kansas  reporting  22  per  cent.,  Minne- 
sota 14  per  cent.,  and  Nebraska  10  per  cent,  more  than  last  year.  A  decline 
of  1  or  2  per  cent,  is  noted  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Oregon.  The  other  States  range  from  100 
to  106.  Compared  with  five  years  ago  prices  show  a  still  greater  decline 
than  those  of  horses.     See  notes  of  correspondence  below. 

New  Jersey. — Atlantic  :  But  few  in  this  county,  and  they  average  better  than  old  horses. 
Warren:  Number  unchanged ;  but  few  raised  here;  nearly  all  brought  from  other  States. 

Maryland. — Caroline:  Depreciated  in  price  since  January  last  on  account  of  the  cheap- 
ness of  grain.  Montgomery  :  Very  few  raised  in  this  county,  but  many  introduced  from  else- 
where at  prices  from  $100  to  $150  per  head.  Worcester:  Much  used  and  command  fair 
prices. 

Virginia. — Halifax:  Increased  attention  is  being  given  to  raising  this  animal  for  the 
farm.  Ptince  William:  Very  few  raised  in  this  county.  Chesterfield:  But  small  increase  in 
numbers,  though  of  a  better  grade. 

Georgia. — Gwinnett:  Are  considered  more  valuable  for  the  farm  than  horses,  being  more 
hardy,  less  liable  to  disease,  consuming  less,  and  suiting  better  for  tenants.  They  are  super- 
seding the  ox  as  well.  Early:  But  few  raised  and  none  for  sale.  Nearly  all  brought  from 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

Louisiana. — Caddo  :  A  reduction  of  fully  5  per  cent,  in  numbers  on  account  of  the  failure 
in  cotton  crop. 

Texas. — Menard:  There  are  a  great  many  in  use  here,  and  are  preferred  to  horses  for  all 
heavy  work ;  very  few  raised,  however. 

Arkansas. —  Van  Buren:  This  animal  is  gradually  superseding  the  horse,  both  in  num- 
bers and  general  favor.     There  is  an  increase  of  about  11  per  cent. 

Tennessee. — Monroe:  Many  dying  from  blind  staggers,  caused  by  eating  worm  dirt  in 
the  corn.  Austin:  Very  low,  with  scarcely  any  sale;  25  per  cent,  lower  than  several  years 
ago. 

Ohio. — Logan:  The  exact  number  of  mules  in  1877,  326,  and  in  1878,  335.  Williams: 
Doing  a  little  better  than  horses.  Wyandot:  Number  reported  by  assessor  last  spring,  134. 
Clark:  Not  raised  to  any  extent  here  now.  Allen:  None  of  any  consequence  raised  in  this 
county.  Lucas :  Not  many  raised,  some  brought  in  and  sold.  Butler:  Number  assessed 
for  1878,  822;  value,  $53,510. 

Michigan. — Genesee:  Very  few  imported  mules;  none  bred  here.  Oakland:  Not  kept 
in  numbers  sufficient  to  establish  a  market  price. 

Illinois. — Kankakee:  Enough  raised  to  keep  up  the  general  average;  prices  about  the 
same  as  horses.  Lee :  Slightly  increased  during  the  past.  year.  Ogle  :  But  few  mules  in  the 
county,  and  the  prices  hard  to  estimate  as  there  is  no  regular  market. 

Missouri. — Holt:  Total  number  as  per  assessor's  report,  1,800.  Laiurcnce  :  Quite  a 
number  driven  out  to  the  cotton-growing  States.  Pettis :  Free  from  disease  and  doing  well. 
Piatt :  More  attention  paid  to  raising  mules  now.  Taney :  The  number  on  assessor's  books, 
366.     Mercer:  Total  number,  762;  value,  $28,494. 

Kansas. — Kinsman:  Better  adapted  to  this  country  than  horses.  Labette:  Rapidly 
raking  the  place  of  horses  and  oxen  on  the  farm.  Mitchell:  Have  multiplied  by  natural 
increase  and  importation.     Graham :  Increased  by  immigration. 

WINTER  GRAIN. 

The  acreage  in  winter  wheat  shows  a  slight  increase  over  last  year.  The 
New  England  States,  Gulf  States,  and  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  report 
a  larger  area,  especially  Illinois,  where  there  is  an  extensive  transfer  of  this 
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industry  from  spring  to  fall  sowing.  The  Middle  States,  South  Atlantic  Coast 
States,  and  Southern  Inland  States  show  a  decline.  West  of  the  Mississippi, 
in  spite  of  a  considerable  increase  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  the  aggregate  area 
has  been  reduced.  On  the  Pacific  coast,  Oregon  reports  a  decline  of  6  per 
cent.  California  wheat,  in  the  census  report,  was  all  returned  as  spring  wheat. 
It  is  properly  winter-sown  wheat.  It  would  be  well  to  designate  as  fall  wheat 
what  is  generally  called  winter  wheat  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  We  would 
have  then  three  convenient  designations— fall,  winter,  and  spring  wheat— to 
indicate  the  sowing  of  each  crop.  The  crop  of  California  is  not  included  in 
the.  above  estimate. 

The  condition  of  the  growing  crop  on  the  ist  of  December  was  not  very 
promising,  especially  for  early  sowings.  Complaints  of  injuries  by  the  Hessian 
Hy  {Cecidomyia  destructor)  have  been  received  from  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try. East  of  the  Mississippi  and  on  the  Pacific  coast  early  sowings  were  in 
many  cases  embarrassed  by  drought.  West  of  the  Mississippi,  especially  in 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  early  sowings  enjoyed  the  better  growing  conditions, 
and  hence  are  more  promising. 

The  area  in  winter  rye  has  fallen  off  about  i  per  cent,  on  the  whole.  The 
Atlantic  States,  Southern  Inland  States,  and  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River 
have  declined,  as  have  also  all  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  except  Kan- 
sas, in  which  the  increase  nearly  counterbalances  the  net  decline  of  all  the  other 
States. 

The  following  extracts  from  correspondence  are  given: 

New  York. — Genesee:  Injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Onturio:  Just  sprouting,  and  shows 
well.     Oneida:  Increased  area.     Wayne:  Hessian  fly  very  injurious.  ■ 

New  Jersey. — Somerset:  Almost  totally  destroyed  in  some  fields  by  the  Hessian  fly,  and 
seriously  injured  everywhere  in  the  county. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong:  Being  injured  by  the  Hessian  fly.  Beaver:  Not  so  large  an 
area  sown  this  fall  as  last;  some  fields  injured  by  the  fly.  Indiana :  Acreage  not  so  large  as 
usual,  on  acc©unt  of  dry  weather ;  ground  too  hard  to  be  plowed  in  season.  Butler:  Infested 
by  the  fly  to  such  an  extent  that  no  idea  can  be  had  as  to  true  condition  before  spring.  Law- 
rence :  The  month  of  November  has  been  favorable  to  late  sowing ;  the  early  seeded  has  been 
sadly  damaged  by  the  fly,  some  fields  being  almost  destroyed.  Tioga  :  Never  saw  it  look 
more  promising  at  this  season.  Backs :  Much  of  it  drilled  in  connection  with  fertilizers,  and 
dry  weather  succeeding  prevented  some  from  germinating.  Cameron :  September  and  October 
being  very  wet  the  area  sown  is  somewhat  less  than  1877,  but  present  indications  are  favorable 
for  good  crop.  Berks:  Seeding  delayed  on  account  of  unfavorable  weather;  it  is  now  looking 
thin  and  rather  unpromising.  Lehigh :  Generally  seeded  late,  but  looking  well,  as  we  have 
had  favorable  weather  since  planting. 

Maryland. —  Wicomico:  Not  seeded  until  late  in  fall,  on  account  of  dry  weather,  and  looks 
unpromising;  the  acreage  increasing  yearly.  Harford:  Early  droughts  injured  the  growing 
crop,  but  late  rains  are  bringing  it#out;  area  increased.  Washington:  Germination  retarded 
by  drought. 

Virginia. — Rockingham :  The  early  sown  does  not  look  as  healthy  and  vigorous  as  that 
sown  later;  the  fly  has  injured  the  early  in  some  parts  of  the  county.  Greenville:  Some  are 
still  seeding;  that  sown  in  October  is  looking  very  well.  Orange:  Owing  to  unfavorable 
planting  season  it  is  not  looking  as  well  as  might  be  expected,  considering  early  seeding, 
although  it  is  evidently  healthy. 

North  Carolina. — Nash:  Later  than  usual  in  seeding,  and  not  doing  well  on  account  of 
dry  weather.  Stanley :  Just  coming  up,  and  looks  vigorous.  Ditnlap :  From  the  best  informs- 
2  C 
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tion  I  can  gather,  there  is  not  more  than  75  per  cent,  of  last  year's  acreage  sown.  Perqui- 
mans: Looking  well;  sown  in  good  time.     Forsyth:  Prospects  good. 

South  Carolina. — Lexington:  Part  of  the  crop  just  coming  up;  many  still  sowing;  that 
seeded  early  looks  well  and  bids  fair  to  excel  the  last  crop. 

Georgia. — McDuffie:  Crop  looking  well  and  weather  favorable.  Jackson:  Very  large 
area  being  sown. 

Texas. — Burnet:  Seeding  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  dry  weather;  much  is  not  yet  up. 
Medina:  Owing  to  continued  drought,  from  August  to  November,  there  has  been  little  sow- 
ing, as  the  farmers  could  neither  plow  nor  till  the  soil  until  last  week;  there  will  be  a  larger 
area  sown  this  fall  than  in  1877. 

Arkansas. — Pope:  Indications  good;  many  are  still  seeding. 

Tennessee. — Smith:  The  crop  is  now  looking  well,  but  it  is  subject  to  many  changes. 
Lincoln:  The  fly  is  now  at  work,  and  the  indications  are  they  will  do  much  injury  to  the  crop- 
Union  :  Seeded  late  and  looks  badly.     Weakley :  Backward,  but  looks  well. 

West  Virginia. —  Taylor:  Sown  late,  but  fall  favorable,  and  the  crop  looks  well.  Wood: 
The  wet  season  fine  for  wheat  sown  this  fall. 

Kentucky. — Nicholas :  Crop  sown  late,  but  looking  well ;  probably  not  forward  enough 
to  stand  a  severe  winter.  Shelby:  The  plowing  of  fallow  and  clover  lands  delayed  from  two 
to  four  weeks  by  drought,  consequently  crop  sown  late.  The  plant  too  young  and  tender  to 
stand  a  hard  winter,  although  recent  rains  have  been  favorable  to  its  growth.  Pendleton : 
The  growing  crop  has  not  received  as  good  a  start  as  usual.  Scott:  Fall  grain  looking  well, 
and  the  acreage  increased. 

Ohio. — Hocking:  The  crop  has  made  a  good  start,  and  will  be  in  good  condition  for  winter. 
But  little  complaint  of  the  fly.  Sandusky :  Not  as  much  wheat  sown  this  fall  as  last,  on  ac- 
count of  wet  weather.  Geauga :  Farmers  have  sown  all  the  land  in  wheat  this  fall  that  they 
were  able  to  fertilize.  Lorain :  Recent  heavy  rains  will  injure  wheat  where  not  sufficiently 
ditched.  Montgomery  :  Winter  wheat  had  a  favorable  fall,  and  never  looked  better.  Perry : 
A  greater  area  sown  to  winter  wTheat  than  usual,  and  is  looking  well,  except  some  of  the  early 
sown  that  has  been  injured  by  the  fly.  Portage  :  The  heavy  crop  and  low  prices  of  1878  have 
narrowed  the  acreage  of  the  fall  sowing. 

Michigan. — Charlevoix :  Winter  wheat  never  looked  better,  and  never  so  large  an  area 
sown  in  the  county.  Emmet :  Winter  wheat  looks  remarkably  well.  Mason :  Winter  wheat 
promising.    Muskegon:  Winter  wheat  looking  finely. 

Indiana. — Tippecanoe :  A  far  larger  area  sown  this  fall  than  in  any  previous  season,  and 
looking  remarkably  well.  Dearborn:  Generally  late  sown;  the  early  sown  badly  affected  by 
Hessian  fly.  Marion :  Winter  wheat  has  made  a  good  growth.  Whitley :  A  good  fall,  and 
winter  wheat  doing  well. 

Illinois. — Clark:  All  early-sown  wheat  looks  well,  but  much  of  the  crop  late  and  small. 
Crawford:  Sown  in  bad  condition  on  account  of  dry  weather,  but  fine  rains  and  a  late  fall 
have  brought  it  out  well.  Jasper:  An  increased  acreage  prevented  by  fall  drought.  Pulaski : 
The  outlook  for  winter  wheat  in  this  county  very  good.  Stephenson :  The  fall  crop  looking 
well.  The  stand  fully  equal  to  that  of  last  year,  but  not  as  large  a  growth  for  the  season. 
Saint  Clair:  The  new  wheat  crop  is  as  promising  as  could  be  desired.  Vermillion :  A  very 
large  breadth  sown,  and  has  made  a  splendid  growth.  Wheat  never  looked  better  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year.  White  :  Cause  of  the  unfavorable  condition  reported;  sown  very  late,  and 
in  worse  condition  than  usual  on  account  of  extreme  drought. 

Wisconsin. — Dunn :  The  present  crop  doing  finely  and  in  good  growing  condition. 

Iowa. — Jefferson:  A  large  breadth  of  winter  wheat  sown,  and  in  excellent  condition. 

Missouri. — Lawrence:  Late-sown  wheat  does  not  look  well  this  fall,  but  an  increased 
area  has  been  sown.  Mississippi :  Winter  wheat  not  so  rank  a  growth  as  at  this  time  last 
year,  but  very  promising.  Platte :  The  growing  wheat  in  poor  condition  on  account  of  two 
months'  drought.  Sullivan:  A  small  area  sown,  and  on  account  of  dry  weather  is  not  doing 
well.  Johnson :  Not  enough  rain  since  July  to  bring  the  fall  sowing  up.  It  is  supposed 
that  one-third  of  the  seed  has  not  yet  germinated.  Lincoln:  Small  and  backward  in  con- 
sequence of. dry  .weather  and  late  sowing,  but  healthy  and  promising.      Vernon  ;  -Acreage 
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short,  and  condition  poor  for  want  of  rain,  Carroll:  Weather  has  been  too  dry  for  winter 
wheat,  but  a  recent  snow  will  improve  it.  Clay :  A  continuous  drought  since  midsummer 
impeded  fall  seeding,  and  winter  wheat  is  in  a  precarious  condition.  Daviess:  Looks  very 
badly,  owing  to  dry  weather.  Greene :  But  a  portion  of  the  intended  wheat  crop  sown  on 
account  of  dry  weather.  It  did  not  come  up  well,  and  looks  badly.  Pettis :  Condition  of  the 
growing  crop  poor  on  account  of  dry  weather.  Pemiscot:  The  weather  was  favorable  for 
seeding,  but  the  area  does  not  exceed  that  of  last  year. 

Kansas. — Clay :  The  early  sown,  on  early-plowed  land,  looks  well,  but  the  late  crop  looks 
badly.  Drilled  grain  25  per  cent,  better  than  that  sown  broadcast.  Franklin :  Less  sown 
this  year  than  last  on  account  of  dry  weather,  and  now  suffering  for  rain.  Labette :  A 
smaller  acreage  sown  this  year  than  last  on  account  of  drought.  Much  of  the  late  sown  not 
yet  up;  condition  poor.  Early  wheat  somewhat  hurt  by  Hessian  fly.  Leavenworth  :  A  uni- 
versal early  sowing,  and  in  good  condition  notwithstanding  the  drought.  Lincoln :  Ten  acres 
sown  this  fall  to  one  last  fall,  and  looking  badly  on  account  of  dry  weather.  Nemaha:  Con- 
dition of  present  crop  below  an  average  on  account  of  drought.  Sedgwick :  Looking  badly, 
and  a  small  acreage  sown.  One  of  the  driest  seasons  for  ten  years,  and  wheat  generally  sown 
late.  Montgomery :  The  small  acreage  and  poor  condition  are  owing  in  part  to  drought.  Sum- 
ner: Most  of  the  winter  wheat  destroyed  by  grasshoppers*  Many  of  the  fields  as  bare  as  if 
they  had  never  been  sown. 

Nebraska. — Boone:  Winter  wheat  prospects  injured  by  extremely  dry  weather.  Platte  z 
Since  sowing,  drought  has  operated  against  the  germination  and  growth  of  winter  grain. 

California. — San  Joaquin:  The  grain  sown  has  not  had  sufficient  rain  to  germinate  it. 
Shasta :  Owing  to  dry  fall  months  but  little  wheat  or  grain  of  any  kind  yet  sown ;  that  sown 
looks  well.  More  summer  fallowing  done  now  than  in  former  years,  and  meeting  with  good 
success.      Yuba :  Too  dry,  and  wheat  not  doing  well. 

Oregon. — Lane  :  A  considerable  now  being  put  in,  while  some  is  up  and  looking  well. 
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